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National Guard, and when they got near enough, to fire on
the defenders.
The end of Paris Commune came at the cemetery at
Montmaxtre, where the National Guard was finally crushed.
Even when the troops were beaten, Thiers wasn't satisfied.
Extermination of the Communards was the order of the
day. Men, women and children were ruthlessly massacred—
25,000 of them at Montmartre alone—before Thiers called
a halt.
Meanwhile, Henri Rochefort, who had taken an active part
in the last days of the Commune, was arrested. Thiers had
posted up on the walls of houses and public buildings
proclamations announcing the dissolution of the Commune,
terminating with the statement, 6The leaders of the Com-
mune have fled. M. Henri Rochefort has been arrested.5
Rochefort, in his autobiography, claims however, that to
identify him as a leader of the Commune was too much of
an honour as he played a minor role compared with other
Communards.
Louise Michel, who had fought at the barricades till the
last, was able to elude the musket balls and bayonets of the
final massacre, but her relief at escape turned to despair
when she learned that her mother had been arrested as
hostage for herself. She gave herself up immediately to
secure her mother's release. She was taken to the Sartory
Prison and later to Versailles for trial. She fully expected the
death sentence, and during her trial her attitude was fearless
and uncompromising. CI do not wish to defend myself,' she
declaimed. 4I do not wish any one else to defend me. I
belong entirely to the social revolution and I accept full
responsibility for everything I have done. I accept this
responsioility without restriction... If you let me live, I
shall never cease to shout vengeance on you who have killed
my brothers...'
Her sentence was transportation to New Caledonia for
life. Rochefort also escaped the fate of Ferre and the other
leaders who were executed; he was sentenced to life
imprisonment in New Caledonia.

